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Eleni Papanikolaou is the Legal Counsel for Australia and New Zealand at SSP Group, 

supporting SSP Australia Catering Pty Ltd across its portfolio of 120 travel hospitality outlets 

throughout Australia New Zealand. She joined SSP Group in December 2024, bringing over two 

decades of broad in-house and private practice experience. Prior to this, Eleni was sole in-house 

counsel at Frutex Australia for 12 years, advising on commercial contracts, credit managaement, 

intellectual propery, workers compensation, employment, WHS, insurance, modern slavery, and 

corporate governance. Her career spans roles in litigation, governance, and risk management, 

including Company Secretary at Elevate Australasia Limited. Eleni is a long-standing member of 

the Law Society of NSW In-House Corporate Counsel Committee and a finalist for In-House 

Corporate Lawyer of the Year (FMCG) at the Lawyers Weekly Awards. Known for her 

diplomacy, commercial acumen, and ethical approach, Eleni is committed to driving legally 

sound, strategic outcomes that support sustainable business culture and operational excellence. 


