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Senior Solicitor, Children’s Legal Service, Legal Aid NSW 
Dean Fernandez is a senior solicitor in the Children’s Legal Service at Legal Aid NSW. He has practised as a 
criminal defence lawyer for more than 16 years and has held various litigation and management roles at Legal 
Aid NSW, representing both children and adults. His current practice involves representing children and young 
people charged with serious criminal offences in the Children’s Court, District Court, and Supreme Court of NSW. 
He has taught criminal law and torts as a casual lecturer at Western Sydney University and is a Teaching Fellow 
at the Faculty of Law and Justice at the University of New South Wales. He holds degrees in law and 
communications from the University of Technology Sydney, a Master of Letters in United States Studies at the 
University of Sydney, and a Master of Laws from the University of Virginia School of Law in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, United States of America. 
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